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After four days of fulminations and name-calling, on Nov. 17 House Speaker Jim Wright and
Secretary of State George Shultz signed an agreement in which they pledged to work together and
not "create unncessary problems." Reporters asked Wright following the 30-minute encounter
with Shultz if he would stop meeting with parties to the Central American peace accord. He said,
"No." Shultz said, "The Speaker and I, as is well-known, had a little tiff. But the important thing is
to look ahead and focus on things we agree on." The agreement states: 1. We want the Guatemala
City agreement to succeed in bringing peace and freedom and democracy to Central America.
2. We believe that efforts toward that objective should be concentrated in Central America and
continue to be guided primarily by Central Americans. 3. We strongly encourage Cardinal Obando
y Bravo to undertake the mission of mediation between the Nicaraguan government and the
contras. 4. The United States has vital interest in this outcome. 5. As the Cardinal's efforts lead
to serious negotiations, the United States will be ready to meet directly in a regional setting with
representatives of the countries of the region. 6. Neither of us want to create unnecessary problems.
We want to work together to bring about solutions. Neither Shultz nor Wright said what the phrase
"unnecessary problems" referred to. (Various sources, including New York Times, 11/18/87)
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